Thompson, and Gray were also in favor, but not
more than a page or two at a time of Milton.
He thought that Shakespeare should have writ-
ten " Paradise Lost." " He took the greatest
delight in the ' Waverley' novels, and never
doubted they were written by Walter Scott, the
poet. On one occasion a new novel chanced to
lie on the table and he was asked to read it. The
title and look of the book were not to his taste;
he opened it, however, and began. Suddenly,
after reading through a few pages, it was thrown
aside in disgust: '' I can write a better book
than that myself! 1 was his exclamation." Mrs.
Cooper laughed at the absurd idea that he, who
disliked writing- even a letter, should write a
book, and playfully challenged him to make good
his word; and when urged to begin, he at once
outlined a tale of English high-life. As the
story grew, the writer became interested, and be-
fore long the first pages of Cooper's first book,
" Precaution, or Prevention is Better than Cure,"
were written. When finished, much to his amaze-
ment, Mrs. Cooper further urged him to publish
it; so, with the manuscript, they set out in their
gig to seek counsel of the Jays at Bedford, and
other friends, who approved. " One lady, not
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